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Fed up fisherman take action to
curb otter activity
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FED up fishermen have taken action to curb the
activities of a protected predator that has been
spoiling their sport.

An explosion in the number of otters in South
Lakeland has seen a decline in the stock of fish
in managed ponds throughout the area.

But Kendal and District Angling Club is fighting
back and has just put up an otter fence costing
thousands of pounds around one of their tarns
at Banks Pond. The fence is to prevent carp
from being eaten by the hungry invaders.

“The otters have just about destroyed the pond
and they've taken the carp,” said club secretary
Tony Ryan. “Every water in the area is affected
by otters quite badly and we’ve been hit very
badly.

“It's a nationwide problem. These otters have
been turned loose and the damage they are
causing is huge. They’'ve always been around
but never in the quantities that they are at the
moment.

“The carp are big fish so they're easy to catch
and the otters just slaughter them.

The club, with the help of £3,000 funding from
the Environment Agency, have installed a four
foot fence made out of badger wire. The bottom
of the fence is buried 12 inches below ground,
and the top has been turned over facing away
from the water, so that otters cannot go under
or over the fence.

"I would say this problem can’t go away,” said
Mr Ryan. “They're a protected species so it's too
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ony Ryan, Secretary of Kendal and District
Angling Club with Steve Croskell, with nettting
to keep hungry otters out.
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